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Law Day winners announced
The TBA YLD today announced the winners of the 2011 Tennessee Law
Day Art and Essay Competitions. The theme of this year's contest was
"The Legacy of John Adams: From Boston to Guantanamo." It was
designed to educate students about Adams' role in defending British
soldiers arrested for what would come to be known as the Boston
Massacre. Students were asked to explore the historical and
contemporary role of lawyers in defending the rights of the accused --
even those that are unpopular -- and depict those concepts in their
work.

Art Winners
The first place art award goes to Kylie Mackenzie Bowman, a fifth
grade student at Cedar Bluff Elementary in Knoxville. Second place
goes to John Gannaway, an eighth grade student at Meigs Middle
School in Decatur. Third place goes to Caroline Melancon, a fifth
grader at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Germantown.

Essay Winners
First place in the essay contest goes to Ashton Banta, a senior at Red
Bank High School in Chattanooga. Second place goes to Victoria
Rochelle Nelson, a tenth grade student at Bearden High School in
Knoxville. Third places goes to Oleksandr Oliynyk, a junior at
Northwest High School in Clarksville.

Students will receive cash prizes for their winning entries and have
their work displayed at the TBA Convention in Chattanooga next
month. The YLD thanks Jackson lawyer Michelle Sellers with Rainey,
Kizer, Reviere & Bell PLC for serving as this year's state contest
coordinator. See the winning entries online

Election update
YLD members will decide the results of three contested races at the
division's annual membership meeting June 17 in Chattanooga. The
election will take place at 4:30 p.m. in the Walker Room at the
Chattanoogan Hotel. The hotel is located at 1201 South Broad Street,
Chattanooga 37402. All YLD members are invited to attend.

CONTESTED ELECTIONS
District 1 Representative
Rachel Ralston; Hunter Smith & Davis; Kingsport
J. Christopher Rose; West Rose Law Firm; Kingsport

District 3 Representative
Ian Hennessey; London & Amburn; Knoxville
Adam Moore; Regions Morgan Keegan Trust; Knoxville

District 7 Representative
William Hodges; Middle Tennessee Law Group; Smyrna
Aimee Luna; Legal Aid Society; Tullahoma
Bradley Eldridge-Smith; Henry, McCord, Bean, Miller, Gabriel & LaBar;
Tullahoma

Learn more about these candidates on the YLD election webpage

NEW UNCONTESTED WINNERS
Two previously announced contested elections for Middle and East
Tennessee Governor have been decided with the withdrawal of
candidates in each race. These candidates withdrew after accepting
appointed positions on the 2011-2012 YLD Board. The new
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uncontested winners are: Middle Tennessee Governor Mary Beth
Haltom, an attorney with Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop in Nashville
and East Tennessee Governor Paul Whitt, a lawyer with Lewis, King,
Krieg & Waldrop in Knoxville.

Disaster legal hotline up and running 
With federal disaster declarations now in place for 22 counties
following storms, tornadoes and flooding this spring, the TBA YLD is
working with the American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division
(ABA YLD) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to
operate a toll-free legal assistance hotline for storm victims. The YLD
also is working with the TBA Access to Justice Committee and the
Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services on these efforts. Victims facing
legal issues may call (888) 395-9297 any time to request assistance.
Those who qualify for assistance will be matched with lawyers who
have volunteered to provide free legal help. Learn more about the
hotline or sign up to volunteer here

ABA recognizes diversity program 
The ABA YLD announced last week that the TBA YLD won a grant
award for its Diversity Leadership Institute -- a six-month leadership
and mentoring program for law school students in their second and
third years of study. The inaugural class of students has been learning
leadership skills and working with attorney mentors since January. At
the TBA Convention in Chattanooga, the class will participate in a
public service project and graduate from the program. The grant
money will allow the program to expand next year. Download a list of
all grant recipients

Nashville lawyer named ABA Star of the Quarter
Matt Potempa, ABA YLD district representative for Tennessee and
Kentucky, was recognized by the ABA as a Spring Star of the Quarter.
Potempa was recognized for his early and diligent response to the
Nashville flood disaster in May 2010. For that same service he also has
been honored with the Nashville Bar Association President's Award and
has been nominated for the ABA's National Outstanding Young Lawyer
Award. Potempa, a long serving member of the TBA YLD Board, is a
sole practitioner in Nashville.

Bar exam tutors needed
Two students seeking to take the Tennessee bar exam have expressed
an interest in securing the services of a tutor. The first, a student at
the University of Memphis School of Law, is planning to take the July
exam. The second is a student who has taken the exam twice before
and is scheduled to take it again in July 2012. She is living in Maryland
and looking for a licensed Tennessee attorney who can oversee her
study plan and certify her study schedule to the Board of Law
Examiners. Please contact TBA staff member Stacey Shrader at
sshrader@tnbar.org if you are interested in assisting either of these
students.

Register now for TBA Convention
Make plans now to be at the 130th Annual TBA Convention June 15-18
in Chattanooga. Tennessee holds a unique place in the history of law
and liberty, and attendees at this year's convention will experience
some of it first hand. This year's Bench/Bar Program will bring history
to life with a journey to the Rhea County Courthouse in Dayton, site
of the famed Scopes trial. Inside the courtroom, Edward Larson, the
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Summer for the Gods, will tell the
story of the case and discuss legal issues raised in the trial. Sessions
also are planned on media relations for lawyers, possible changes to
the Judicial Conduct Rules and legal developments in the state. For
fun, attendees will gather at the Tennessee Aquarium for dinner, a
tour and to hear music from the band "Love, Peace and Happiness."
All week there will be lots of music with the Riverbend Music Festival
offering more than 100 bands on five stages. You don't want to miss
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this meeting! Register before June 1 to get the early bird rate. Get
more details here

Affiliate bar news
American Bar Association YLD -- The TBA YLD sent a delegation of
five lawyers to the ABA YLD Spring Meeting in Las Vegas this month.
Tennessee young lawyers were represented by Matt Potempa of
Nashville, Lee Bowles of Lewisburg, David Veile of Columbia, and
Tasha Blakney and Troy Weston of Knoxville. In other news, ABA YLD
Chair-Elect Michael Bergmann, an attorney in Chicago, has named a
number of Tennessee young lawyers to leadership positions within his
organization for the coming bar year. He also will join the TBA YLD for
its meetings in Chattanooga in June.

Chattanooga Bar Association YLD -- For information about the CBA
YLD contact president Barret Albritton at
barret.albritton@leitnerfirm.com or (423) 265-0214.

Jackson Madison County Bar Association YLD -- The group held its
annual elections on May 26. New officers are: President Terica Smith
with West Tennessee Legal Services; Vice President/President-Elect
Nathan Shelby with Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell; Treasurer Jessica
Salonus with Gilbert Russell McWherter; and Secretary Josh Dougan
with Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell. In addition, five at-large board
members were selected. They are: Laura Bailey, Ashley Holliday,
Chuck Holliday, Andrea Sipes and Tom Whitworth.

On June 2, the group will hold a Cornhole for CASA Tournament at
Miss Ollie's Piano Bar in Jackson. The event will begin at 5 p.m. and
raise money for the local CASA program. Contact Chuck Holliday at
chuckh@garretylaw.com or (731) 668-4878 with questions or to pre-
register.

On June 28, the group will join the TBA YLD to co-host a
networking and social event at a Jackson Generals game. The outing
was rescheduled due to bad weather. Contact Nathan Shelby at
nshelby@raineykizer.com or (731) 425-7949 for ticket information.

For more information about the Jackson Madison YLD and any of its
activities contact President Terica Smith at terica@wtls.org or (731)
426-1337.

Knoxville Bar Association Barristers -- The Barristers last week
received ABA YLD grants for two of their projects. The new funding
will support the Volunteer Breakfast Project and various Hunger and
Poverty Relief Committee projects. For information about the group
contact President Ian Hennessey at ihennessey@latlaw.com or (865)
637-0203.

Memphis Bar Association YLD -- On June 24, the MBA YLD will host
its annual golf tournament at the Glen Eagle Golf Course in Millington.
Tee time is at 1 p.m. The registration fee of $65 and other proceeds
from the event will benefit the Downtown Porter Boys and Girls Club.
Download a registration form here. The deadline to register is June
17. For more information about the tournament, contact Jake
Dickerson at jdickerson@bakerdonelson.com or David McKinney at
dmckinney@mcknlaw.com. For more information about the MBA YLD
contact President Shon Johnson at sjohnson@shonjohnsonlaw.com or
(731) 407-7272.

Nashville Bar Association YLD -- The NBA YLD is co-hosting the
upcoming "Arts Immersion" at the Farmer's Market June 2 from 6:30 to
9 p.m. The event celebrates the convergence of Nashville arts and
business by showcasing Nashville's creative community and honoring
the professionals who support it. Proceeds benefit Volunteer Lawyers
& Professionals for the Arts. Tickets are available online from the Arts
and Business Council.

On July 9, the NBA YLD will hold its annual Carbolic Smoke Ball at
the aVenue, located at 120 Third Avenue South. The event will kick
off at 7 p.m. Funds raised at the ball will benefit Davidson County
CASA and Hands on Nashville. For more information contact event co-
chairs Colleen Sweeney colleen.sweeney@hospitallaborlaw.com or Will
Hicky whicky@tpmm.com. For general information about the NBA YLD
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contact President Mary Taylor Gallagher at mtgallagher@gsrm.com or
(615) 244-4994.

Northeast Tennessee Young Lawyers Association -- NETYLA and the
TBA YLD will co-host a networking and social event tentatively set for
June 23 in Johnson City. For more information contact NETYLA
President Carter Massengill at massenlc@netscape.net or (423) 764-
1174 or YLD District 1 Representative Rachel Ralston at
rralston@hsdlaw.com or (423) 943-3101.

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association -- The UCYLA held a
swearing-in ceremony on May 19 to recognize two new attorneys in
Cookeville: Sarah Griffith Byrne and Rebecca Hargrove Smith. All of
the circuit and chancery court judges in the 13th Judicial District
addressed the group and provided words of encouragement to the new
admittees. Smith was introduced by her father, attorney and former
Tennessee legislator, Jere Hargrove. Byrne, the daughter of the late
Judge Bill Griffith, was introduced by attorney Randle Hill.

The UCYLA will hold its next meeting June 2 at 6 p.m. at the Blue
Water Grille at Hurricane Marina on Center Hill Lake. It also is
planning its second annual "Coffee Talk with the Judges" with all area
judges in late June. For details about that event, contact Rachel
Moses at rmoses@las.org or (931) 528-7436.

For general information about the UCYLA, contact President Phil
Hatch at pahatch@tndagc.org or (931) 528-5015.
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